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LATTA PLACE
KEY THEMES

• Perspectives of the Enslaved: Enslaved Black workers, 
many trafficked from Africa or the Caribbean, lived, worked, 
and died at these sites. They brought with them their 
own knowledge, skills, and beliefs that have impacted 
Mecklenburg County’s growth and culture.

• Inequality of the Built Enviornment: The built environment 
of Mecklenburg County reflects structural inequality that 
has been established through decisions made over time 
and into the present. The labor and craftsmanship of 
enslaved workers is responsible for many structures that 
demonstrated the wealth and status of the ruling class 
during the 18th and 19th centuries. A similar pattern is still 
apparent today.



LATTA PLACE
KEY THEMES

• Indigenous Perspectives and Experiences: Latta Place 
is located on the ancestral lands of the Catawba Nation 
who have called this region home since time immemorial. 
Today, the Tribe maintains strong ties to the land and 
their ancestors. 

• Culture and Community: Despite living under violent 
conditions, enslaved Black people formed communities, 
worshipped together and engaged in family relationships.  
Descendants of these communities still call Mecklenburg 
County home and continue the cultural traditions and 
histories of their ancestors.  



LATTA PLACE
KEY THEMES

• Utilizing Natural Resources: Mecklenburg County’s land has 
sustained generations of people, beginning with indigenous 
groups such as the Catawba Nation. At Latta Place, later 
generations came to value the land for its potential to 
support commercial agriculture. Now, careful planning and 
management help ensure the protection of this landscape 
into the future.

• Lasting Legacies: Systemic racism has institutionalized 
oppression and inequality into the landscapes, policies and 
practices of Mecklenburg County. The preservation and 
interpretation of historic sites allows County residents to 
reckon with the past and work toward healing.



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE A - SITE PLAN

Site Plan
Scale: 1:1400
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New Site Plan ALT A
DATEPHASE

IR 12/7/22

20 Beehives

20

Demolish existing / replace with new restrooms

Relocate

Add (2) new additional cabins

Remove

10 Feed house

2 Well house
Remove

Remove

21 Gazebo

21

New gazebo and picnic area

A

A

Note

A Remove fence

B

B Parking lot 
fits 47 cars

Remove path to Latta HouseD

C

C

Path to water access

15

• New Visitor Center with a 
Research/Education area

• New gazebo for outdoor 
gatherings and programming

• Series of waysides/exhibits 
with interpretive videos 
guide visitors

• Main Latta House contains 
an audio soundscape 
experience

• Additional recreation 
enslaved dwellings added 



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE A - DESIGN INSPIRATION

WHAT COMMUNITIES DO YOU BELONG TO?  

¿A QUÉ COMUNIDADES PERTENECES?

PUBLIC PERCEPTIONS / PERCEPCIÓN DEL PÚBLICO X

   NAME
NOMBRE

research center for 
ongoing scholarship

accessible historic sites

What COMMUNITIES  
do YOU belong to?

¿A qué COMUNIDADES 
PERTENECES?

X

TAKE a card, TELL US,                      and ADD IT to the rail.
TOMA una tarjeta, DÍNOSLO              y PONLA en el tarjetero.

incorporating 
community
into the site



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE A - POTENTIAL DESIGNS



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE A - POTENTIAL DESIGNS

Short videos can be used to help bring the structures to 
life, connect visitors with the stories, and promote local 
businesses, organizations, and key community members.



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE B - SITE PLAN

Site Plan
Scale: 1:1400
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PROJECT NAME

Latta Place
00.02
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New Site Plan ALT B
DATEPHASE

IR 12/7/22

20 Beehives

20

Demolish existing / replace with a smaller 
building w/ restrooms, lobby and offices

Relocate

Add (2) new additional cabins

Remove

10 Feed house

2 Well house
Remove

Remove

21 Gazebo

21

New gazebo and picnic area

A

A

Note

A Remove fence

B

B Parking lot 
expended parking lot (fits 61cars)

PA Public art

PA

PA

C

C

Path to water access

• New, smaller Visitor Center 
with parking

• New gazebo for outdoor 
gatherings and programming

• Self-guided or interpreter 
lead tours of the site

• Public Art installations on 
site and in community gallery

• Historic buildings closed 
except during special tours

• Expanded parking



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE B - DESIGN INSPIRATION

outdoor waysides

public art + 
reflective spaces

outdoor waysides

in-person 
interpretation



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE B - POTENTIAL DESIGNS



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE C - SITE PLAN

Site Plan
Scale: 1:1400
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PROJECT NAME

Latta Place
00.03

/Users/billpiard/Desktop/2022_12_07 Latta Plantation.vwx

New Site Plan ALT C
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20 Beehives

20

Demolish existing / replace with new restrooms

Relocate

Add (2) new additional cabins

Remove

10 Feed house

2 Well house
Remove

Remove

21 Gazebo

21

New gazebo and picnic area

A

A

Note

A Remove fence

B

B Parking lot 
fits 47 cars

Remove path to Latta HouseD

D

C

C

Path to water access

• No Visitor Center, new 
restroom facilities

• New gazebo for outdoor 
gatherings and programming

• Interpreter lead tours of 
the site with living history 
demonstrations

• All historic buildings open 
to public, some with interior 
exhibits



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE C - DESIGN INSPIRATION

living history 
demonstrations

located within 
historic structures

interactive, tactile 
experiences



RECOMMENDATIONS
ALTERNATIVE C - POTENTIAL DESIGNS
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RECOMMENDATIONS
PUBLIC ART


